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DETAILED ACTION 

This non-final action is in response to Applicant's amendment filed on 10/27/2009. 
Claims 1, 4, and 22-25 are amended. Claims 1-25 are presented for further examination. 

I. Response to Arguments 

A. § 101 rejection of claims 22-25 

Applicant's argument to claims 22-25 overcome the § 101 rejection. The rejection is 
therefore withdrawn. 

B. § 103 rejection of claims 1-25 

The examiner maintains the rejection of claims 1-25 under § 103 for the reasons set forth 
in the examiner's answer which was filed on 8/28/2009. 

II. Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

A. Claims 1-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Joyce et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,798,358) ("Joyce"), in view of Carey et al. 
(U.S. Patent Number 6,714,793), ("Carey"). 

Claims, 1, 13, and 19 



Joyce discloses a location-based content delivery system and method comprising: 
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sending a first immediate message from a location, wherein the first immediate message 
comprises a request for information (see Joyce col. 7, lines 25-30); and 

receiving a second immediate message, wherein the second message comprises a 
response to the request, wherein the response is dependent on the location (see Joyce col. 7, lines 
66-67 through col. 8 line 1). 

While Joyce discloses that the mobile terminal may query the server via a SMS message, 
Joyce does not explicitly disclose that the messages are instant or immediate messages. 
Nonetheless instant message communication among wireless and non- wireless environments is 
well known as evidenced by Carey. 

In similar art, Carey discloses a system and method for instant message communication 
in a wireless and non-wireless environment wherein messages are sent from a mobile unit device 
over a wireless communication network (col. 1, lines 60-65). Given the teachings of Carey, it 
would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art to modify the system 
disclosed by Joyce to include instant messaging capabilities in order to provide subscribers with 
the benefits of real-time communication on a constantly open communication channel not only in 
hardwired Internet systems but also in a wireless environment. 

It would be advantageous to communicate via instant text message because text 
messaging as compared to voice communications is less costly since it utilizes less bandwidth, 
and is more efficient than playing phone tag or waiting for e-mail replies. See Carey, col. 1, 
lines 47-58. Accordingly, text instant messaging is an efficient cost effective way of 
communicating. Therefore the aforementioned limitation would have been an obvious 
modification to the system disclosed by Joyce. 
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Claims 2, 15, and 20-21 

The combined system of Joyce and Carey discloses that the first immediate message 
further comprises sending the first immediate message to a user name identified in a buddy list 
(see Carey col. 8, lines 8-18). 

Claims 4 and 22 

The combined system of Joyce and Carey discloses a system and method comprising: 
receiving a first instant message from a sender (see Joyce col. 7, lines 25-30); 
determining a location of the sender (see Joyce col. 7, lines 30-39); and 
sending a second instant message to the sender, wherein the contents of the second 
instant message are dependent on the location of the sender (see Joyce col. 7, lines 40-59, lines 
66-67 through col. 8, line 1, and lines 19-22). 

While Joyce discloses the system substantially as claimed, Joyce does not disclose that 
the messages that are delivered are instant messages. Nonetheless instant message 
communication among wireless and non- wireless environment is well known as evidenced by 
Carey. In similar art Carey discloses a system and method for instant message communication in 
a wireless and non- wireless environment wherein messages are sent from a mobile unit device 
over a wireless communication network (col. 1, lines 60-65). 

Given the teachings of Carey, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to modify the system disclosed by Joyce to include instant messaging capabilities 
in order to provide subscribers with the benefits of real-time communication not only in 
hardwired Internet systems but also in a wireless environment. It would be advantageous to 
communicate via instant text messages because it is less costly and it utilizes less bandwidth. 
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See Carey, col. 1, lines 47-58. Therefore the aforementioned limitation would have been 
an obvious modification. 

Claims 5, 11, and 23 

The combined system of Joyce and Carey discloses that the method further comprises: 
parsing contents of the first instant message to determine a meaning of the contents (see 

Joyce col. 7, lines 30-39), wherein the contents of the second instant message are further 

dependent on the meaning (col. 7, lines 46-59). 
Claims 6 and 24 

The combined system of Joyce and Carey discloses the method further comprising: 
finding information related to the meaning of the contents of the first instant message (see 

Joyce col. 7, lines 30-35); and building the contents of the second instant message based on the 

information (col. 7, lines 46-59). 
Claim 7 

The combined system of Joyce and Carey discloses a server, comprising: 
data indicating a location of a mobile device (see Joyce col. 3, lines 65-67 through col. 4, 
lines 1-2); and 

a personal-assistance controller to send information to the mobile device, wherein the 
information is based on the location of the mobile device (col. 7, lines 40-59 and col. 8, lines 19- 
22). 
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Claims 8, 14, and 16 

The combined system of Joyce and Carey discloses wherein the mobile device (see Carey 
Fig. 1 (36)) is connected via a long-lived connection (30, public or private network) to the 
instant-messaging server (40). 

Claim 9 

The combined system of Joyce and Carey discloses wherein the personal-assistance 
controller (application server, 1 8) is to send an instant message to the mobile device, wherein the 
instant message comprises the information (see Joyce col. 7, lines 55-59, lines 66-67). 

Claim 10 

The combined system of Joyce and Carey discloses a location database comprising the 
location of the mobile device and the information, wherein the information is specific to the 
location (see Joyce col. 3, lines 65-67 through col. 4, lines 1-2). 

Claim 25 

The combined system of Joyce and Carey discloses that the location of the sender 
comprises a location of a hotspot access point (see Joyce Fig. 1 wireless communication 
network, 12). 

Claims 12 and 17 

The claims contain limitations substantially the same as those previously rejected in 
claims 1, 4, and 7. Therefore the same grounds of rejection are applicable. Additionally the 
hotspot access point is functionally equivalent to the wireless communication network 12. 
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Claim 18 

The combined system of Joyce and Carey discloses that the personal-assistance controller 
is to determine the location of the one of the plurality of hotspot- access points via the presence 
data (see Joyce col. 36-40). 

III. Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DOHM CHANKONG whose telephone number is (571)272- 
3942. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday [10 am - 6 pm]. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thu Nguyen can be reached on (571)272-6967. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 

may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 

system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 

like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 

information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/DOHM CHANKONG/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2452 



